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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. claims: 1,2-7,36-39 

An apparatus for launching balls for sports practice, 
comprising a tank, a launch tube with an open end and a ball 
seat, an exhaust duct operatively connected between the tank 
and the launch tube, a rapid opening device for discharging 
fluid from tank, and throttling means comprising a fixed 
part and a movable part mounted in exhaust duct. (Object: to 
enable the effective section of the exhaust duct to be 
varied) 



2. claims: 1,8-22,28 

An apparatus for launching balls for sports practice, 
comprising a tank, a launch tube with an open end and a ball 
seat, an exhaust duct operatively connected between the tank 
and the launch tube, a rapid opening device for discharging 
fluid from tank, and throttling means mounted in the exhaust 
duct, said rapid opening device comprising a main valve, an 
actuation valve determining the actuation of the main valve, 
and a control valve which drives the opening of the main 
valve and which is controlled by the actuation valve. 
(Object: to open the main valve quickly in order to 
discharge fluid from the tank) 



3. claims: 1,23-27 

An apparatus for launching balls for sports practice, 
comprising a tank, a launch tube with an open end and a ball 
seat, an exhaust duct operatively connected between the tank 
and the launch tube, a rapid opening device for discharging 
fluid from tank, throttling means mounted in the exhaust 
duct, and means for varying the position of said ball seat. 
(Object: to vary the trajectory of a launched ball) 



4. claims: 1,29-31 

An apparatus for launching balls for sports practice, 
comprising a tank, a launch tube with an open end and a ball 
seat, an exhaust duct operatively connected between the tank 
and the launch tube, a rapid opening device for discharging 
fluid from tank, throttling means mounted in the exhaust 
duct, and an annular element positioned an appropriate 
distance from the open end of the launch tube. (Object: to 
enhance launch precision) 



5. claims: 1,32-35 
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An apparatus for launching balls for sports practice, 
comprising a tank, a launch tube with an open end and a ball 
seat, an exhaust duct operative! y connected between the tank 
and the launch tube, a rapid opening device for discharging 
fluid from tank, throttling means mounted in the exhaust 
duct, and an annular chamber mounted coaxially to the launch 
tube with an inner slit in correspondence with the open end 
of the launch tube, and a plurality of lateral slits. 
(Object: to reduce launch noise) 
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